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by Gauguin in the greatest admiration, "Chaplet . . . who had
genius" being the unalterable expression that he used when
speaking of him. A ruse of Chaplet's permitted Gauguin to see
one of his statuettes on exhibition in the Salon of 1887. The
ceramist placed it in his own showcase and threatened to with-
draw the whole exhibit when angry protests were made to him.
At this time Gauguin met the man who was to become
his firmest friend and the only one with whom he corresponded
regularly later when he lived in Oceania* Daniel de Monfreid
was a painter whom SchufFenecker had known at the Colarossi
studio. He had money and a small yacht on which he
spent about half of every year. But Gauguin's friendship with
him was not to become really intimate until later*
Gauguin also arranged with Theo Van Gogh, the manager of
the Gallery of Boussod and Valadon, who had taken over the
Goupil business from Theo's uncle in Montmartre, for his
first one-man show* In two small rooms on the entresol were
exhibited his new Martiniquan paintings and a few earlier
canvases that he had done in Brittany, as well as some pottery
and ceramics. Although it did not meet with any outstanding
comment a few canvases were sold, and he was at last in
possession of a little money.
He had written to Mette to tell her of his return. ''The duty
of an artist is to work in order to gain strength. This duty I
have accomplished, and everything that I have brought back
with me finds only admirers* But, I am not getting on, ...
Although it is very difficult, it is possible that one day I shall
occupy the place that I deserve. To whom shall you turn then;
and those who give you advice, who are not those who have
to pay, will they still tell you that your place is not beside
'your husband? Whatever may be invented, nothing better
will be made than the union of the family. . > * My poor
Mette, I am very afraid that we are in the same position as at
the beginning/'
Having again enough money to live by himself, Gauguin
left the Schuffeneckers for a small studio that he had found in